CHAPTER 37 
MERCHANTS AND DRUNKARDS ALTKE 
CANNOT ALWAYS BE FORTHRIGHT(PART 1) 


VERY LIKELY 
IT'S A NATURAL 
PHENOMENON. 


I COULDN'T 
RIGHTLY TELL 
YOU WHY, BUT 
WHENEVER THERE 
IS AN ONGOING 
STRANGE EVENT, 
THERE ARE 
ALWAYS HUMANS 
WHO TAKE IT 
AS A TELLTALE 
SIGN THEY'LL 
WIN BIG IN 
GAMBLING. 


SNOW 
BLANKETS 
ALL OF 
GENSOKYO. 
AN OMEN 
OF THINGS 
TO COME?" 


WHEN I SAW 


RED SNOW 
if 
ACCORDING FALLING! 
TO THAT 
NEWS ARTICLE, 
IT DOES 


<= wppeNn every 
ONCE IN 
A WHILE. 


7 THAT 
I'S NOT SOUNDS 
Ay iene sour 
BUT THAT RIGHT. 
DOESN'T MEAN 
IT'S NEVER 
HAPPENED 
THAT Sip, BEFORE. 
WITH A STRANGE 
EVENT LIKE THIS 
OCCURRING, 
THE GAMBLING 
HOUSE IS SURE 
TO PROSPER. 
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"ON A DAY 
LIKE THIS, 
WITH SUCH A 
RARE THING 
GOING ON, 
LADY LUCK IS 
GONNA BE 
ON MY SIDE 
FOR SURE.” 
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THE 
BANKER BECAUSE, IF 
IS THE ANYTHING... 
GET THEIR j 9 eeently 
HOPES UP AND } fy LADY LUCK 
Zi | es, ON THEIR 
IMPULSIVELY J cS 
WE'RE THE TAKE TO a re i wn SIDE IN THAT 
ONES WHO GAMBLING... } y SITUATION. 
ULTIMATELY b 
REAP THE 
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‘CAUSE OF 
ALL THE RED 
SNOW THAT 

COVERED 
EVERYTHING 
LIKE FLEECE 
YESTERDAY... 


WE DECIDED 
TO OPEN UP 
A MARKET! 


SO-CALLED 
EA MARKET! 


WANNA KNOW 
ANY MORE 
THAN THAT, 

I'VE GOT GO ASK THE 


MY HANDS Oren 
FULL HERE piace. 
SETTING UP 


APPARENTLY, 
IT'S CUSTOMARY 
TO SET UPA 
MARKET WHEN 
A SPECIAL 
OCCURRENCE 
LIKE THIS IS 
GOING ON. 


HOST OF THE 
| MARKETPLACE, 


YEAH. ».«BLOOD 


Wi! ACCORDING SNOW IS 


TO THIS ; ANOTHER 
2 FROM NAME FOR 
WHAT T've THIS RED 
READ, IT's SNOW. 
FALLEN ON 
A FEW RARE 
OCCASIONS 


IT DOESN'T 
SEEM TO 
EXPLICITLY 
BE A BAD 
OMEN BY 
ITSELF... 
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God of Gensokyo’s Markets -” ra 
-— Chimata Tenkyuugy 4 
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by =I FIGURED 
THE GOD OF 

MARKETS 
WOULD HAVE 

A HAND IN 

ALL THIS. 


YOU'LL TAKE 
: ANY CHANCE 
YOU CAN GET TO 
OPEN UP ANEW § 
MARKETPLACE. ff 


INCOM WBOM | wt El 


= 
Cd 
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IT'S A FACT 
THAT THERE 
ARE PLENTY OF 
HUMANS WHO 
ARE WAY MORE 
SCARED OF THIS 
WHOLE RED 
SNOWFALL 
INCIDENT THAN 
THEY HONESTLY 
SHOULD BE. 


x 
oF 
eT 
id 
ca 
rf 


279 


ARE ABLE 
TO DISCARD 
THE MUNDANITY 
THAT FILLS OUR 


SO BE IT BY 
HOSTING A 
MARKET OR BY 
ANY OTHER MEANS, 
MAKING THIS 
OCCURRENCE INTO 
A FAVORABLE 
ONE.... 


IS JUST 
ANOTHER 
OF THE 
SURINE'S 
MANY 
DUTIES. 


IN 
OPEN- 
WE ING A 


WHEREIN WE ENGAGE MARKET... 
RELINQUISH 


OWNER- 
SHIP OVER 
OUR THINGS 
TO THE GODS, 
BEFORE FINALLY 
BESTOWING 
THEM TO NEW 
OWNERS. 


of ...MNGHT 
{ vwaveseen \ 
REMEMBERED AS 


THAT BEFELL 
THE PEOPLE'S 
EVERYDAY 
LIVES. 


SSS—_—_— 
\ Now, if) 
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CONVERSELY, 
IF A MARKET 


THis WERE NOT TO 4 


extra HAVE BEEN 


ORDINARY OPENED... 
EVENT OF RED 
SNOW FALLING 

FROM THE 


\ 
Lai Ce 
/ \ 


BUSTLING 
LIKE A REAL 47 
FESTIVAL! 


IDEA THAT RED 
| SNOWFALL... 


WAS 
THOUGHT TO 
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THAT CAUGHT | / 


YOUR EYE? 


I FOUND A 
JAR THAT 
I THINK 
WOULD LOOK 
WONDERFUL 
ON DISPLAY 
AT THE BAR. 


PRICE WAS 
A LITTLE 
TOO HIGH. 


NOTHING 
ELSE TO 


CARRY 
ON WITH 
PRETENDING 
TO BEA 
REGULAR 
CUSTOMER 
HERE. 


IT BEING A 
PERFECTLY 
ORDINARY 
MARKET IS 
PRETTY GOOD 
INFO IN AND £ 
OF ITSELF. 


TAT MAAN 


Z| SHAME 


CHAPTER 37 
MERCHANTS AND DRUNKARDS ALIKE 
CANNOT: ALWAYS BE FORTHRIGHT(PART) 1) 


THE JAPANESE TITLE FOR THIS CHAPTER IS A PLAY ON THE PHRASE 
Ac BRIS ¢IDIkIZK &, WHICH MEANS "PEOPLE AND FOLDING SCREENS CANNOT ALWAYS 
STAND STRAIGHT”, A SAYING THAT MEANS, JUST LIKE HOW FOLDING SCREENS HAVE TO 
BEND TO FUNCTION PROPERLY, PEOPLE HAVE TO STRAY FROM THE STRAIGHT AND NARROW 
PATH TO SURVIVE IN THIS WORLD, THEY'RE NOT ALWAYS TRUSTWORTHY. IN THIS CASE 
PEOPLE AND FOLDING SCREENS ARE SWITCHED WITH DRUNKARDS AND MERCHANTS 


THE ENGLISH EQUIVALENT WOULD BE STRAIGHT TREES HAVE CROOKED ROOTS, BUT 
IT'D BE REALLY TOUGH TO SWITCH THE NOUNS AROUND TO HAVE MERCHANT AND DRUNKARDS 
WITH THAT ONE, THAT'S WHY WE KEPT THE ORIGINAL JAPANESE SAYING, BUT TRANSLATED 
IT IN A WAYS THAT MAKES THE MEANING OBVIOUS FROM AN INITIAL READING, MERCHANTS 
AND DRUNKARDS AREN'T ALWAYS HONEST 


A FLEA 


ALL THE RED 
SNOW THAT 


BECAUSE MARKET? 
RED SNOW 


” COVERED 
EVERYTHING a SS Li 4 EVERYTHING z 
LIKE FLEECE % UP LIKE 
Fi 
\ vesTeRD.. 5 A SO-CALLED ] FLEECE? =f 
. “ FLEA MARKET! . ‘ S 
\ / fb gen TD 
i i tt y: Re+7 4 i=} 
¢ / Z 5% 
~ ~ oy rey 
5 ee 


THIS EXCHANGE BETWEEN NITORI AND MARISA CONTAINS A PUN ON e* : 
THE JAPANESE WORD FOR "FALL” CAS IN "SNOWFALL") AND 4 
“FREE” OR “FLEE”, FALL IN JAPANESE IS f&4 OR "FURI” WHICH SOLINDS ALMOST IDENTICAL 
TO 7— OR "FURII” WHICH IN THIS CONTEXT COULD MEAN EITHER “FLEA” OR "FREE". 
SINCE THIS IS CHIMATA, “FLEA MARKET” AND “FREE MARKET” BOTH MAKE SENSE. 
ANYWAYS, WE HAD TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO INCORPORATE THE PUN, SO WE DECIDED TO GO 
WITH “FLEECE”, WHICH SOUNDS SIMILAR TO “FLEAS”, AND SO WE HAVE A FLEA MARKET 


AN IMMEMORIAL MARKETEERS ARRANGE BY 
HOUSEN TO CELEBRATE THE ARRIVAL OF 
CHIMATA IN A MANGA 


ae 
ns 
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y. of ae = tet BE MERCHANTS: AND DRUNKARDS Anes =~ 
CANNOT ALWAYSIBE)FORTHRIGHT(PART=2). 
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SEEMED 
TOBEA 
PERFECTLY 
ORDINARY 


AND ALL 
THEY REALLY 
DID WAS BRING 
OVER ITEMS 
THEY NO LONGER 
NEEDED OR 
SURPLUS GOODS, 
AND THEN SOLD 
THEM TO EACH 
OTHER UPFRONT. 


MOST 
OF THE 
ATTEND- 

ANTS WERE 
HUMANS 
FROM THE 
VILLAGE. 


«+e THE MARKET 

THAT WAS HELD 
AT THE SHRINE 
WAS OPENED OUT 

OF NOWHERE. 


AND IT 
WASN'T DONE 
FOR ANY 
RELIGIOUS 
OR FESTIVAL 
SERVICE IN 
PARTICULAR... 


you were SPEAKING 5 
INVESTIGATING OF WHICH, 
THAT MARKET 

BECALISE 
YOU THOUGHT 

YOU'D FIND 
someTHinc Jam 
THERE, RIGHT? 


WERE YOU 
LOOKING 


covou » Wett 
YEAH, 

THERE'S STILL ReneNeer y 
SOME OF IT SNOW THAT \ 
LEFT OVER. CAME DOWN 

THE OTHER 
DAY? 
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THAT WAS 
JUST AN 
ARTICLE 
I WROTE 
TO STEER 

PUBLIC 
OPINION 
IN THAT 

DIRECTION. 


TRUTH IS, 
IT'S NOT 
SUPPOSED 
TO FALL 
UNTIL MUCH 
CLOSER TO 
SPRINGTIME. 


ACCORDING 
TO YOUR 
NEWSPAPER, 
THAT WAS JUST 
A RARE NATURAL 
PHENOMENON, 
MISS AYA. 


BEYOND 
THAT, THERE'S 
IMMEDIATELY 


AFTER THE 


A MARKET 


WAS OPENED UP BE ? 
ON THE SHRINE | <p 
GROUNDS. [4 


I BELIEVE 
THIS RED 
SNOW WAS A 
MANUFACTURED 
PHENOMENON. 


Sot 
IMAGINED 
WE MIGHT 
BE ABLE 
TO FIGURE 
SOMETHING 
OUT IF WE 

INVESTIGATED 
THE MARKET 
DIRECTLY... 


AND IF IT 
TURNED OUT 
THAT THE RED 
SNOW WAS A 
MANUFACTURED 


I GUESS 
YOU DO HAVE 
A POINT, WITH ALL 
THIS NEVER HAVING 
HAPPENED BEFORE... 
WHEN YOU PUT IT 
THAT WAY IT REALLY 
DOES SOUND 
SUSPICIOUS, 


WII 
iy 
i 


Nl 


II 7 M1 
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SS 


AGAIN! F 


TOO, SO IT'S ~— INFORMATION, 
BEEN ON MY 
i MIND... i 
Y \\ 
I 


FEEL LIKE 
U HAD 


I 
AND YOU IF YO 
PROBABLY INVESTIGATED Fi 
COULD HAVE ITYOURSELF, [ie 


CAPTURED COULD 
SOME PHOTO HAVE GATHERED }\ 
EVIDENCE ALOTMORE f 


W) 
\ 


NO DOUBT, 
THIS SOIL 
WAS WHAT 
WAS USED 
TO PAINT 
THE SNOW 
RED. 


I'D BE 
HONORED 
IF THERE'S 


EVER ANOTHER 


OCCASION I 
COULD HELP 
YOU OUT 


I HAPPENED 
TO SPOT 
RECENTLY 

THAT A GREAT 
AMOUNT OF 
RED SOIL WAS 
BROUGHT OVER 
TO YOUKAI 
MOUNTAIN. 


~ 


<J 


TO TELL You ¥ 
THE TRUTH, 
I ALREADY 
HAVE AN IDEA 
AS TO WHO 
THE CULPRITS 
BEHIND THE 
F\ RED SNOWFALL J 
AQ MIGHT BE. 


tt 1 i Bit CC 
i hi i . 
may » = 
a | 
( 
| y x 
| f ) AND THE 
im \.. i MOST LIKELY 
| IOI) CONCLUSION 
. » Jy,/ I'M DRAWING 
{ oon AS FOR WHO 
f SA”, |\ THE CULPRITS 
x a FOR THIS RED 
Would BX SNOWFALL 
cae ARE... 
very good 
T friends, 
he 
tengu. 


is 
Y Ws Fy, _ IT IN OTHER 
=f . S/ FEELS WORDS... 
4 D LIKE 
de Vp WHAT I'M 
A BIT OF Ve , F' REALLY 
WHISTLE- ff LooKING ii 
BLOWING. [7 yj 1O¥e 
r 4 fg HERE... 


I COULDN'T \ 
AFFORD TO 
HAVE MYSELF 


SPOTTED 
DOING THIS 
INVESTI- 
GATION. 


THE MARKET 


RESOUNDING 
SUCCESS, 
HUH? 
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BUT SHE 
CAME IN 
DOESN'T 


OUT OF 
THE 


: i NownHere. | \\ 
WHoLeE VA | } 


THING 
DID 


Just 

REEK 

SHE TAKE OFA 

ANYTHING scam? 
FROM 


YOU IN 
RETURN? p> 


THAT sue NO, SHE 
IDN'T 
WHy'D YOU suet seemed eae 
EVEN GO Za \\ at PLEASED = comPEN- 
ALONG WITH Mo“ THING EVEN a ENOUGH — SATION IN 
WHAT SHE FISHIER! JUST TO paRTICULAR| 
} HAVE THE 
TOLD you To : peels 
DO TO BEGIN : . pane 
With? ; 


FOR 
THERE WERE 
‘A LOT MORE STARTERS, 
“| PEOPLE ANXIOUS 
ABOUT THE RED 
SNOW THAN 
I EXPECTED 
THERE TO BE. 


IT WAS OBVIOUS 
THAT THE SHRINE 
WOULD HAVE TO 
TAKE SOME STEPS 
TO REMEDY THIS. 


I NEVER 
SENSED 
NOR DID_ ANY YOUKAI | ' 
I GET THE OR MAGICAL gy Bis 
phy ENERGIES RT iad | PHENOMENON, 
T PLAY, manna ate ae 5 
waeipone, “Ne : AFTER ALL. 
MALICIOUSLY. 
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BECAUSE 
THERE WAS 
NO ONE TO PIN 
THE BLAME ON, 
I COULDN'T 
RESOLVE 
THIS ONE BY 
GOING OUT AND 
EXTERMINATING 
SOMEONE, 


OPENED UP A 
MARKET TO PLIT 
ON A SHOW THAT 
THE RED SNOW IS A 
NATURAL PHENOMENON 
PORTENDING GOOD }}/ 
THINGS TO COME. 


IT REMEMBER 
CHIMATA SAYING 
SOMETHING LIKE 


THUS, EXACTLY. 
THE SHRINE 
WAS ABLE TO 
RELIEVE THE 
VILLAGERS’ 
ANXIETIES, 


AND ITS 
REPUTATION 
HAS GONE 
UP ASA 
RESULT. 


SO EVEN IF 

IT WAS DONE 
BY CHIMATA, 
EVERYONE'S 

BEEN SATISFIED 
BECAUSE THE 
MARKET WA: 
HELD, 


IT ALL 
SOUNDS 
A LITTLE 

TOO GOOD 
TO BE TRUE, 


2 FANCY 
RUNNING OHO! 
INTO THE 
GOD OF 
MARKETS 
~ LG : coe IN THIS 
ee ASS ~ BLIZZARD... 
\a i ae 
es Z f A 
: g. 
J DID 
SOMETHING 
HAPPEN? 
SS | = 


The Gallant, Gaudy, Great Tengu 


~ 
i 
WHY, YES, \ 
— ACTUALLY. : i 
THADA \ s Wwe 
MARKET f - \ 
OPENED UP Ay § Sf 
AT THE ma OS 
tio SHRINE. \ CNN 
SOUNDS G pes F 
LIKE Gooo | 4 . { — 
News, | J ~ X= 
woes. PSV" €) ~~] —__. 


TO BE 
ONE OF THE 
QUICKEST 
WAYS TO HAVE 
MARKETS 
BECOME 
RELEVANT 
AGAIN... 


I KNEW IT. 

SO IT WAS 
YOUR DOING, 
AFTER ALL. 


AND 

MIXED 

JUST 
A TEENSY 
BIT OF IT 
INTO THE 
FALLING 

SNOW. 


THAT'S 
ALL THERE 
IS TO IT. 
NO ULTERIOR 
MOTIVE, 
REALLY. 


FOR QUITE 
SOME TIME 
NOW, I'VE BEEN 
SUGGESTING 
OPENING UP 
MARKET AT THE 
SHRINE... 


ABOVE ALL, 
I'M GLAD YOU 
CAUGHT ON 


PRESENT 
FOR YOU. 


SHRINE 
MAIDEN, 


AND ALL OF 
THE HUMANS 
WHO WERE 
TERRIFIED BY IT, 
ALL TOOK YOUR 
OWN STEPS 
ACCORDINGLY. 


ae 
y “: 
Ss. ee SEE HOW 
~ | SIMPLE OF 
= A THING IT 
Ws) CAN BE... 
en a 
: \ YX ee . 


I's 
THANKS TO YOUR 
INTERVENTION 
THAT I WAS ABLE 

TO OPEN UP A 
MARKET AT THE 
SHRINE. ae 


DISPLAY JUST 
A LITTLE TOO 
FLASHY? 


I MEAN, 
YOU CAUSED 
A NATURAL 
PHENOMENON 
THAT WAS A 
BORDERLINE 
INCIDENT IN 
ITSELF ALL 
ACROSS 
GENSOKYO. 


SOMEONE 
IS BOUND TO 
GET SUSPICIOUS 
WITH YOU DOING 

SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS... 


IF SOMEONE 
REALLY LOOKED 
INTO IT, THEY'D BE 
ABLE TO FIGURE 
OUT YOUR EVERY 
MOVE, WOULDN'T 


AND IF IT 

HOW WOULD y nan vorv 

YOU DEAL WITH FA NO DOUBT BE 
THAT SITUATION, 2 " EXPOSED. 
AT THAT POINT? . ; 


I'M NOT EVEN 
WORRIED ABOLIT 
THAT IN THE 
SLIGHTEST! 


AFTER ALL, 
THE VERY 
INTELLIGENCE 
AND PRESS 
MACHINE THAT 
EXPOSES THE 
SECRETS OF 
THIS WORLD... 


WOULD BE 


FOOLHARDY 
ENOUGH TO 
SELL OUT ONE 
OF OUR OWN. 


THE RED 
THAT TRUTH SNOW WAS, 
ALONE WAS AFTER ALL, 
ABLE TOWIPE JUSTA 
AWAY ALL BUT NATURAL 
HALF OF THE PHENOME- 
HUMANS’ NON. 
ANXIETIES 
ON THE 
MATTER. 


tie AND WITH 
THE HAKURE! 

HUMANS'  suRINE THEN 
ANXIETIES HOLDING A 
WERE COM- MARKET, 

PLETELY 

BLOWN 

AWAY. 


AND 


= FINALLY, 
: Z ea you 
ae REAPED THE 
A BENEFITS, 
x AS WELL. 
Xx AS \ 7 fe N 
. / VA iy 
\ 4) . 
? Y YQ 


BuT Zz Aff 
IF WE : 
WERE 
TELL ME, TO NOW g 
WHAT GOOD cast away Ke 2 
WOULD IT ALL OF A Y ¢ 
DONOWTO ‘THOSE S33 
REPORT THAT TRUTHS... « 

THE RED S) Fs 
SNOW WAS VY J (8 
THE TENGUS’ - | 

DOING? { . <a 


ss 


WHAT 
POINT 
WOULD 


THERE 
THAT WOULD BE TO 


ONLY PLUNGE wiping 
GENSOKYO, 

A NEWS 

NOW ONCE peporr_. 

AGAIN STABLE, t 


DON'T BACK INTO 
you CHAOS AND c 
WORRY CONFUSION? fe. 
ABOUT A 
THING. Lays 
wos? 
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ipir 


“~ Ser 


you 
WON'T 
FINDA 


SINGLE ONE 


FOOLISH 
ENOUGH 
NOT TO 
UNDER- 
STAND 
THAT 

FACT. 


AND 
I CAN 
ASSURE 
YOU THAT, 
AMONG 
MY SUB- 
ORDI- 
NATES, 


THE 
TENGU PRESS 
, MACHINE ISN'T 
ms MERELY ONE 
ANOBLE tyAT DIVULGES 


INSTITUTION TRUTHS AND 
THAT SERVES COLLECTS 


THE COMMON NEWS AT 
PUBLIC RANDOM. 

INTEREST OF 

GENSOKYO. 


“THE 
RED SNOW 


FROM THE s 
THE CAUSE WAS D Wie nore 
DETERMINED-TO HAVE Ww ALL, SIMPLY 
BEEN STRONG WINDS = \\\\ AN UNUSUAL 
BLOWING OVER WeT _|\\\ NATURAL 
e RED CLAY, PICKING IT \\W\\" PHENOMENON." 
UP INTO THE AIR AND 
fF MAKING IT STICK TO 


THE SNOW... 


undercover 
investigation 


WAS JUST 

A NATURAL 
PHENOMENON, 
I GUESS. 
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AT FIRST, 


EVEN I 
THOUGHT IT 
WAS SOME 
YOUKAI OR 
SOME OTHER 

WEIRD THING'S 
HANDIWORK. 


THE GOOD OMEN 
FORETOLD BY 


COMING 
RIGHT UP! 


SURE! 


WHOLE RED 
SNOW THING 
WAS A NATURAL 
PHENOMENON 
THAT HERALDED 
GOOD THINGS! 


BE AGOOD WELL... 
TIME TO BE 
DRINKING ALL 
LEISURELY- 
LIKE. 


Ore be continued 


0%, 
Ty 


AND 
I DON'T IF IT 
IMAGINE HAD 
NOW WOULD BEEN, 


{ 


‘sounjamos aqkDW 


1 BOUDIOUS 


891g st 


6 


* 


= D-971-Y-i1kO 
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ae ries 
P 
nlf lel 
A 
a ae ho 
LA Soil “pz 
«. \ te 
a a, 
i 


i LE 


RAMEE 


LOOKS LIKE 
WE WON'T BE 
ABLE TO HOLD A 
FLOWER-VIEWING 
TONIGHT. 


72 


CARELESS 
SINCE IT'S 


PAll 


EXACTLY 
_ ARE YOU 
DOING HERE 


= tare 


ee 3 
( figs = 5 
Vi vi =< Zs 
4 yi 
: \ \ y 
ese ¢ = 5) x 
a 9 } y “ 
SSS. | fe = 
= i, = oD, Pi 
a7 # . 
ae ZA a 
SS “a | 
f =e X - 
Wwe a7 Vi] 
S BS = 
Ze Ty 
Oy 
=i 
H = 
LORS 


( | 


I WOULDN'T 
KNOW THE 
FIRST THING 
ABOU- 


ARE You s 
4 TELLING ME ky 


WELL, IT 
¢ IS REALLY 
@ COLD TODAY, 
THERE'S NO 

DENYING 


FLOWER-VIEWING, 
IT'LL END UP 


OF PUNISHMENT 
INSTEAD. 


EVERYONE 
THAT THE 
FLOWER- 
VIEWING IS 

R\ CANCELED? fp 


I ORDERED || 


FOOD AT 
GEIDONTE! 
FOR THE 
FLOWER- 
VIEWING. 


YOU'RE 
LEAVING 


I GOTTA 


CANCEL MY 
ORDER OR 
ELSE! 


JUST NEED > 
TO PUT OUT 
THE SIGN. 


CAUSE PROBLEMS 
FOR THE STORE 
BY CANCELLING 

SUDDENLY. 


COLD DAY DIDN'T NEED 
LIKE THIS, TO BE SO 
THE PUB CONSIDERATE. 
IS BOUND 

TO GET 

PACKED. 


THAT SAID, 
IT'S REALLY 
Irs COLD, ISN'T 
DEFINITELY =—IT? 
NOT A DAY 
FOR A NIGHT- 
TIME FLOWER- 
VIEWING. 


\ THAT, 0. | AND IT 
NY anv suica's Wilh 


LOOKED 
iA GOURD | LIKE SHE 
4) Beine Lert CAME FROM 
‘ HERE... THE DIRECTION 
\ OF THE PUB. 
a 
——]| || N 
=\ 
a — i y \Y Se 
~ NG eg . 
J ~~ S U 
WAY, Tr 
: i 
WELL, IT = 
DOESN'T TAKE a 
A DETECTIVE Pa 
TO COME TO A [\~* sg 
CONCLUSION. f\* 
eo 
IS SHE i 
THREATENING | 
you YOU OR 
CAN TELL SOMETHING? 


ME IF 
SHE Is. 


OH, 
WOULD TI 
you say SY THe 


I'M BASICALLY 
A PROFESSOR 
ON MAGIC ITEMS 
IN GENSOKYO! 


SERVES ME RIGHT, 
IT'S CAPABLE OF 
PRODUCING AN 
ENDLESS QUANTITY 
OF SAKE. 


. MAGICAL 
ANYWAYS ITEM OF THE 

PROFESSOR, 

I'D LIKE TO 


1'M BEING 
THREATENED | /)// / 
BY SUIKA... [Yo 


j[(22Ue}]}DYyo oy} dn 3urgp) 


© To be continued 


CHAPTER 4 ‘aN oKl/ouT OF ITS GOURD (PART 1) 


] u // / 
lea0u |nansnmans BY tha 


OKAY, SO THE TITLE HERE IS fim 5 Asi CA PETTY DEMON FROM THE GOURD), 
WHICH IS A TURN ON flim 5 Sasi CA HORSE APPEARING FROM THE GOURD), MEANING 
SOMETHING REALLY REALLY LINEXPECTED, BASICALLY THE JAPANESE VERSION OF 
A BOLT FROM THE BLUE” SINCE WE COULDN'T FIGURE OUT A WAY TO TRANSLATE IT 


WE WENT WITH SOMETHING THAT DESCRIBED SUIKA INSTEAD, SO IT BECAME 
“AN ONI OUT OF ITS GOURD” WHERE “OLIT OF IT'S GOURD” IS THE SAME AS “OLIT OF ONE'S MIND” 
BECAUSE GOURD = HEAD. EXCEPT IN SLIIKA’S CASE SHE ALSO LITERALLY HAS A GOURD 
THAT'S CURRENTLY OUT. IF THIS TURNS OUT TO BE A MISTAKE, WE'LL CHANGE IT 
NEXT MONTH 


MISSING RELICS, BY SOUND HOLIC. 
ONIGASHIMA ~ MISING POWER, 
JUST REALIZED | HAVEN'T POSTED A SUIKA 
SONG, TIME TO REMEDY THAT 


THIS 
WOULD BE 
THE LEGENDARY 
ONI'S DRINKING 
VESSEL, FROM 
WHICH ENDLESS 
SAKE SPRINGS 


— 


§ WN|OA— 


$9}09404 ©!| Buljjes mou ‘c 


A TOP-OF- 
BUT AS IT THE-LINE 


sTaNps, THE |) & SS 

THING WON'T L. see ee 
PRODUCE 

EVEN A DROP ; 

OF SAKE, AY 7 


F’TTS GOURD. (PART. 2) 1 


SUIKA WAS 
THREATENING 
ME EARLIER 
WOULD TRASH 
THE BAR 
OTHERWIGSE.. 


OOZUN OOK 


NO, , soe fe | PHL =e 
THAT'S NOT A) = | NONSENSICAL 
ACTUALLY WH i) y THREAT IF 
WHAT I HAD / 7 I'VE EVER 
IN MIND. J ) HEARD ONE. 
: ' 


TOP IT OFF, 
YOU'RE ALSO 
ONE OF SUIKA'S | 
FOLLOWERS? 


THAT'S RIGHT. 
WHICH IS WHY 
THE THREAT 


ISN'T ACTUALLY 
\ \ COMPLETELY 
, i NONSENSICAL. 
I'D BE IN —. 
A DIFFERENT SF 
KIND OF \ 
TROUBLE IF Saunt 
YOU WERE TO , 


EXTERMINATE 
MISS SUIKA. 


it in the 


might be past.. 
a youkai. 


expected 
to hear it 


j straight 
termination. 4 eS q ; Spon the 


what could 
she possibly 
want me 


horse's 
mouth. 
ACTUALLY 
LIKE YOU 

TO DO, 

MISS 
MARISA... 7 


4 se1S TO LOOK 
= Ay) 4] INTO WHY THE 
AYV)))! | BUKI GOURD'S 
SAKE HAS RLIN 
DRY, AND DO 
5 <p SOMETHING 
Oh ay |! ABOUT IT. 


You 
WANT 


AN ONI'S — |\ ME TO 
YOU MAKE TOOL WE'RE FIX THIS 
IT SOUND TALKING 


EASIER 
THAN IT'S 
PROBABLY 
GONNA BE. 


BUTTO POSSIBLE, 
BEGIN WITH, tp aso |S 
I HONESTLY ‘LE TO | 
DON'T EVEN 

uNDeRsTann “SK YOU 


SO IF YOu 
COULD STUDY 


ITS OPERATING THE PRINCIPLES 
MECHANISMS \ By wHicy HAT. 
FOR ME, THAT \a THE GOURD 
P PRODUCES 
WOULD ALREapy |! mores 


BE A GREAT 
HELP IN AND 
OF ITSELF. 


TO BECAUSE 


Hii Wigs IF I KNEW 
ti . i HOW IT WORKED, 
wie I MIGHT BE 
HAN i) ‘| aBLe TO FIGURE 
*j || SOMETHING OUT 
QC “ BY MYSELF... 
RS \ ' 
# = 
IF ALL You 2 \ \ ie 
NEED ME TO \ 
DO IS TO LOOK 
INTO THE MAGICAL 
ELEMENTS THAT'VE ‘ 
BEEN PACKED yd 
INTO THIS 


THING... 


YEAH, 
I FIGURE 
I COULD 
DO THAT... 


IN OTHER WORDS, 
4 THAT WOULD MAKE 
“GA YOU A CusTOMER 
TS oat THE MomeNT, 
MISS MARISA. 


IS NOW 
OFFICIALLY 
OPEN. 


—_— 


SEEING 
AS YOU'VE 
CANCELED 
YOUR 
FLOWER- 
VIEWING 
YOU LIKE CATERING 
SOMETHING RESERVA- 
TO DRINK TION... 
INSTEAD? 


WELL, 
IF YOU WON'T 
BE ORDERING 
ANYTHING TO 
EAT, THAT 
WOULD MEAN 
YOU'RE NOT 
A CUSTOMER, 
AFTER ALL. 
THAT BEING Oe Cpa = 
THE CASE, < 
WOULD YOU MIND 
LEAVING THIS ] ail 
ESTABLISHMENT A B02 
TO MAKE ROOM =f . ™) 


FOR OTHER iak \ 1 “2 


CUSTOMERS? i i 


OF IT. AND [& 
LIKEWISE. 


REQUEST, I'LL \"S 
TREAT YOUTO i x 
ALL YOU CAN ah .\ Oi 


me wouse. \) 
ry 


AN 


WE CAN 
FINALLY 
HAVE 
FLOWER- 
VIEWING 
PARTIES! 


THE 
GROUND Is \f 


T THINK 
IT'D BE BEST 
IF WE HELD }. 
OFF UNTIL 
TOMORROW, 
AT LEAST. 


/ 
WE WOULDN'T 
MANAGE TO 
PREPARE ALL 
THE FOOD AND 
DRINKS IN TIME 
FOR TONIGHT 
EVEN IF WE 
WERE TO START 
RIGHT NOW. 


I HAVEN'T OF IT... 
SEEN HER 
AROUND IN 
A WHILE. 


BET IT'S 
CAUSE SHE 
COULDN'T 
STAND THE 
COLD, HUH? 


aM 


A 
Ahi TH EK 
wR 


THING! |. 


ol 


There each 
should be ma, gic 
the trace oF item 
a 


a spell or a 
vesti 
the owner's 
ical power 
leF+t on it. 


Allt 
x é can sense 
i S . ‘ . from it is the F 
bate / faintest trace 
hall coe oF an oni's 
thar cente j malicious 
ad al i our... 


WELL, 
NO WONDER, 
REALLY. 


AFTER ALL, 
THE ONI ARE 
MASTERS 
OF KEEPING 
THINGS 
HIDDEN. 


: = XX TLL 
_. = ) SAY IT WAS 

<< NK) WORTHWHILE 

: 7 = / JUST ‘CAUSE T 

v se GOT TO CATCH A 


{dig Wc) GLIMPSE OF THE 
BUT T’LL y S\ TRUE TERROR 
aust Have J, \ WS Ys OF AN ONI! 
TO COME ~ <p ff \ 
CLEAN WITH (RAY 
MIOL.. l : y 4 
ne be is SY (yy ) 
Le ) 
| 
\) 
OH 
WELL.. 


NO FREE 
DRINKS 
FOR ME, 
I Guess! 
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7 the world is 
- happening = 


y Atleast, influence. 4 
= | woul \S 


x . 
(i 4) | 


aA 
g \ 


[E Something's 
[g. off about 


RE ONE 
DMETO DO | vg 
THING ABOUT (gi 


GB) THAT'S SIMPLY 
7] IMPOSSIBLE! 


SS 


* OST ICUS 
VA [~ y 
\\ ENOUGH? NN : as . 
nN | YON 


FIXIN' UP AN ELSE? 
ALTERNATIVE 
WHEN NO SAKE 
COMES OUT 
OF THE IBUKI 
GOURD IS 
YOUR JOB. 


AND TO DO THAT, 
I HAD NO CHOICE 
BUT TO FIRST 
FIGURE OUT WHERE 
ALL THAT SAKE 
SPRINGS FROM... 


PRETTY 
COMNON, 
ACTUALLY. 


.-YOU 
WANTED ME 
TO PICK OUT 
SOME TASTY 
f SAKE AND 
M75 GOURD UP 
" URD U 
THAT's COMRD 


AND HERE I RIIIGHT... 
THOUGHT FOR 
SURE THE IBUKI 
GOURD'S SAKE 
HAD RUN DRY, 
AND I HAD TO 
DO SOMETHING 
TO PUT IT BACK 
TO NORMAL. 


THE IBUKI 
GOURD'S SAKE 
RUNNIN’ DRY? 


~ 
NN 


POSSESS | 
THE POWER TO}, || 
MANIPULATE 
THAT WHICH 
IS HIDDEN. 


| 7 ANY PORTION 
OF THOSE 
CONTENTS THAT 
SPONTANEOUSLY 
EVAPORATES IS 
TURNED INTO 
ALCOHOL, AND 
THEN GATHERS 
HERE, INSIDE THE 
IBUKI GOURD. 


. 


_/ IN ESSENCE, 
THAT WOULD BE 
THE CONTENTS OF 
THE COUNTLESS 
oA ORDINARY GOURDS 
q THAT ARE USED FOR 
STORING LIQUIDS 
ALL AROUND 
GENSOKYO. 


THERE ARE 
GOURDS IN 


WELL, YOU 
REMEMBER 
THAT INTENSE 
COLD SPELL 
WE HAD 
RECENTLY? 
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TOOK PRE- 
CAUTIONS 
FOR IT, SO 
GOURDS ALL 
LEAVIN’ OVER THE 
MINE HIGH ~—- PLACE 


DON'T REALLY 
NEED YOU TO 
FETCH ME ANY 
REPLACEMENT 
SAKE WITH 
THAT GOURD 


"ANYMORE. 


X\ THE ONLY 
THING LEFT T0 
D0 AT A TIME 


““assom 1 pDYy OY 


é 


+-YOU 
WANTED ME 
TO PICK OUT 
SOME TASTY 
16, SAKE AND 
Mare FILL THAT 
TuaT’s GOURD UP 
wuat WITH IT? 


FIXIN' UP AN ELSE? 
¥ ALTERNATIVE 
WHEN NO SAKE 
COMES OUT 
OF THE IBUKI 
GOURD IS 
YOUR JOB. 


LE SIGH... PARDON MY LE FRENCH 
GONNA HAVE TO GO BACK TO THE 
PREVIOUS CHAPTER TO MAKE THE DIALOGUE 
MORE AMBIGUOUS SO IT WORKS BETTER 
WITH THIS OUTCOME, 

I'LL DELETE THIS PAGE ONCE | UPDATE 
BOTH CHAPTERS 


 ™ 
VIEIFLDIID » 
“gp tegee nb GF au rth 
rie = 
a 


ay . 4 
ZIIAG  ghtO 
— 


ox 


'Z. 


OO IKIK SH _cHapTER 41 TEACHING ANTONE TO CLIMB A TREE (PART) 


Pac ntl ~ 
= 


| eee GNINRIERS 
(EERE | g Phe 


ql) 
| } e) 
di 


ON MY PART. 
THAT WAS JUST 
AN ORDINARY 
GOURD. 
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S50 IT’S NO 
WONDER NO 
SAKE WAS 
SPRINGING 
OUT OF IT... 


AS FAR AS AN 
APOLOGY GOES, ‘as 
YOU CAN GO 
AHEAD AND DRINK 
ON THE HOUSE 
AS MUCH AS 
YOU'D LIKE, 
MISS MARISA. 


I GUESS 
I'M FEELING 
OR RELIEVED... 
RATHER, 
FEELING... 


/ AFTER 
1 SPENDING SO 
MUCH TIME 
LOOKING INTO 
THAT GOURD 
WITH NOTHING 


AT THE 
SAME TIME, 


I KIND 
OF FELT 
INSPIRED. | 


‘CAUSE T 
REALIZED AN 
ONI'’S MAGICAL 
ITEM IS EXACTLY 
WHAT THE NAME 
SUGGESTS. 


AND THEY 
USUALLY 
DON'T SHOW 
THEMSELVES. 


MUCH I TRIED 
TO INVESTIGATE 
ONE, I'D NEVER 

BE ABLE TO 
FATHOM ITS 
TRUE ESSENCE. 


KNOWLEDGE 
REGARDING 
THE ONI'S 
POWER OVER 
THE HIDDEN 
HAS BEEN 
SPREADING. 


CREATURES 
NOT OF THIS 


AND, OF ) 
] wourp make COURSE, 
AN ONI'S 
IMPLEMENT 
THE SAME; 
A MIRACULOUS 
TOOL NOT OF 


AND 
THAT ONLY 
sot EXCITED ME 
DEVOTED FURTHER. 
MYSELF TO 
THE STUDY 
OF ONI 
MAGIC. 


I STARTED NEVER, I 
TELLING \ THOUGHT. 
MYSELF THAT, 
MAYBE NOW, \ 


I MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO CRACK 
THE GOURD'S 
SECRETS. 


ATEN 
/ ? > y 
’ is Wea 
v AN} | A \\\ HERE TODAY, 
oA 3 ) ACTUALLY... 


GOSH, 
I TOTALLY ty so 


HAD THE 
WRONG SORRY. 


IDEA TOO. 


F THE 
UNDERSTANDING 
OVER THE 
GOURD THAT 
I'M FEELING 


oS 


FACT THAT I 
COULDN'T TELL 
AN ORDINARY 
GOURD APART 
FROM AN ONI 
ONE |S WHAT 
I'D REALLY GOT 
SPENT ALL TOME. 
THAT TIME 
RESEARCH- 


ae pe eee es WB 


ae 


SO MUCH 
THAT I 
EVEN DERIVED 
ALL-NEW 
KNOWLEDGE 
FROM THAT 
RESEARCH. 


GOURD WAS 
A FAKE FROM 

THE VERY 
OUTSET, THEN 

wuat I HAVE To 


THE HECK WONDER... 
WAS T EVEN 
RESEARCH- 


IF I CAN'T 
PROVE THAT 
THE ITEM IN 
FRONT OF MY 

NOSE IS JUST 
A MUNDANE, 
ORDINARY 
TOOL... 
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WHAT 
POINT IS 
THERE TO 
MY MAGICAL 
RESEARCH... 


eee TO 
MY VERY 
BEING? 


something 
| could 


ee cof 


| 
i 


mei 


| 


| 


WOO 


GONNA 
_ DO THE 
ol 
A<ter & 
— avant 
<*pie tea! 


LATER... 


I WAS 
OCCUPIED 


CLEANING p 


I WASN'T 
SLACKING 


OFF! 
was 
vase HONEST! 


YEAH. 


FEELS HEY, 
LIKE I IT'S BEEN 
HAVEN'T A WHILE. 
SEEN YOU 
AROUND 
ANYWHERE 
FOR SOME 
TIME NOW. 


a ] 
| Y | 
py i 


Qe 


7.7 


Lal 
Zo 
Q35 

$ 
x 
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—YOU WANT 
TO HOLD A 
COGON GRASS 
RING RITE AT 
THE SHRINE? 


IT CAN WAIT \} 
. UNTIL AFTER | 
POPULAR : \ THE RAINY 

OF - ¥ ; SEASON, 

2 ee =\ NO RUSH. 
IT'S BETTER BEBAL: ; 

T'LL GO THAN NOT : ITLL BE A 
AHEAD AND HOLDING ite? GOOD WAY TO 
MAKE THE ONE. DRAW IN SOME 
RING FOR : VISITORS TOO, 

2 “\ I FIGURE. 


NO, I 
CAN TAKE 
CARE OF 

THAT PART 


PART OF MY | iG) | | 
PASSING ResearcH! F Y \ MYSELF. 
Z ALL OF A 


UNDER A 
COGON GRASS SUDDEN? 


RING IS THE 

LAST STEP 

NEEDED TO 

COMPLETE 
IT! 


pa | 


aN A 
‘g ! in fo 


a = 


involves 
weaving 
together 
a large 


ring using 


grass 
Usually normally 
held used for 


near the thatching 
end of roofs... fe 


the year 
and in 
summer, 


ALL THAT'S 
LEFT IS TO 
VERIFY IT 
USING THE 
COGON GRASS 
RING AT THE 


SHRINE. 


acts as 
a prayer 
for good 
health... 


Believed 
to originate 
from the 
tradition 
of people 
attaching 
cogon 
grass ring 
talismans 
on their 
flanks... 


However, 
the reason 
as for why 
people walk 
loops under 
a large ring 
remains a 
mystery, 


ASSUMP- 
TIONS ARE |. 


= 
b~—| conrec... 


RING HOLDS 
A HIDDEN 
MAGICAL 


753 


What could she be scheming...? 


be continued 


—~) To 


xy 
FZ 
>x 
ae 
Few 
oor 
e 


COULD I 
REALLY GET 


Slive ate eo ees ese ur ware 


a BUT AT THE 
END OF 
THE DAY, 
JUST LOVES 
FESTIVALS 
TO BE HOLDING 
A COGON GRASS 
RING RITE AT 
THE SHRINE, 


BUT, HOW 
EXACTLY... SHE'LL HAVE 
FUN ONCE IT 


NATION 
RELATED 
THAT? REQUEST S 


extermination 
request? 


We've had Right. 
@ lot of 
trouble with 
damage 
caused 
by rats 
recently. 


I specialize 
in jobs that 
involve 


Rat poison 
hasn't been 
doing us 


If you've 
got a rat 
problem, 
some rat 
poison oughtta 
fix that well 
enough. 


They won't 
So much as 
look at the 
rat poison. 


it might 
take magic 
to solve it, 

Oh, and that's 

and where you 
another — come in. 

thing! 


It's like 
they're 
able to tell 
which food 
is the most 


Tiawased valuable, 


eating up 
all the 
good 
stuff. 


For 
some reason, 
they seem 
to explicitly 
target our 


SIU highest-qualit 
ned ile 
+ 


haven't been 
able to catch That IS 
sight of them, 
and we’ re at a 
complete loss as 
for what to do 
I don't to Solve this. 
know if 
there's any 
kind of magic 
involved in 
the issue, 


I'll make 
sure you 
get your hands 
on the real 
Ibuki Gourd 
this time. 


AND 
WHICH ARE 
ABLE TO 
PERFECTLY 
CONCEAL 
THEMSELVES 
FROM 


++e50 
IT'S RATS 
THAT HOLD 
SIMILAR 
VALUES TO 
HUMANS, 


If you 
can take 
care of this 


OR 
PERHAPS 
BECAUSE 
ASA THEY WERE 
RESULT, EXPOSED 
THEY TO YOUKAI 
STARTED MAGIC FOR 
BUILDING A LONG 
UP SOME TIME. 
SUPERFICIAL 
POWER 
OF THEIR 
2167 2 


WHAT I'M 
THINKIN’. 


INVITING A 
YOUKAI LIKE 
THAT HERE 
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I'M GONNA 
VENTURE A 
GUESS THAT 
YOUR RATS ARE 
IRRATIONAL 
DEMI-YOUKAI. 


THEY IT's 
MUST THE STATE 
BE THE OF BEING OF 
BORN From TYPE OF AN ANIMAL 
DRINKING DEMI-YOUKAI HALFWAY 
me sake of THAT CAN TO BECOMING 
Magica PEERINTO A YOUKAI. 
HUMAN 


Fee eine, | CONSCIOUS- 
NESE, 


KOMAKUSA'S 
GAMBLING 
HOUSE 
PENED HERE 

RECENTLY, 
RIGHT? 


ORDINARY 
TOOLS OR MAGIC 
WON'T BE ENOUGH 
TO EXTERMINATE 
THESE RATS OF 
YOURS. 


. We ll 
La need to call } 

> >e4 upon the 

i supernatural 
to provide 
some logic 


ER. 
| come To 
THINK OF IT, 


ASSUMING 
I'VE GOT 
THE RIGHT 
IDEA... 


gi] Since we're 
dealing with } 
demi-youkai 
who fall 
{ outside the 


1-9 AT-9-11 Om 
Ss yn 


FOR YOU TO 
ADVANCE 
YOUR MAGICAL 
\ RESEARCH OR 
WHATEVER? /-- 


AND JUST 
$0 YOU KNOW, 
IF THIS DOESN'T 

BRING IN ENOUGH 
VISITORS, I'LL BE 


And further, 
why is it 
that you need 
to walk through 
the ring ina 
figure-eight 


. It'll take an 
even greater 

form of magic 

to devour those 
demi-youkai 


aven't 
you ever 
z wondered 
=x<| why a simple 
prayer for 
good health 
requires 
such a large 


exactly, 
to do 

with the 
Cogon 
grass 
ring? 


The 
truth is, j : i/ 3 
that's not what I ) | ight. S| some light 
really a think. Bf EY); - \ y \ exercise? 
prayer for 
good health 
ot all. 


What 
I imagine 

happened is, 

as the years 

went by, this 

form of black 
magic associated 
with snakes was 
deftly concealed 
in the ritual we 

know today. 


So we're 
going to call 
upon the power 
of the snake... 


And have 
it devour 
those rats 
for you. 


RATS WILL 
BE FLEEING 
GEIDONTE! 
LIKE A 
SINKING 
SHIP. 


Oho. 


That's 
one hice 
lookin’ ring 
you've got 


there. 


i 


+ALL THAT'S 

LEFT IS FOR 
MIYOI TO GET IN 
LINE AND WALK 
THROUGH THAT 
RING TO RECEIVE 

THE SNAKE'S 


THE ONI'S 
IBUKI GOURD 
IS AS GOOD 
AS MINE 
Now! 


AND MAGICAL 
SOLLITION, 
IFIDOSAY |. 

SO MYSELF! 4. 


LG 4 
HE 
ee 


L \ 


y i f 
i . ar) 
a: 
t it: a ’ 
t u 
: é 
4 } ley >? 
wf / 
A Li 7, 
cay) Uj 
HT 1) 
y\\ \ ‘ 
t = v 
i. Q J 
HK S j 
\ 
, G 
: pris 


ONE WHO 
SUGGESTED 


WHAT'S 
AN ONI LIKE 
YOU DOING IN 
THIS MASSIVE 
CROWD? 


321 


Word on 
the street 


° 
Som 


deliberately 


showed up it 


this crowd. 


I'd ¢lud a 
lowly crook here 
who's got their 
sights set out 


USUALLY 
TEND TO 
AVOID BIG 
CROWDS, 
Y'KNOW? 


That 
wouldtt’t 
happelt 
to ritig 
arty bells, 
would it? 


A. tz (i 


{ TOLD ME you 

‘| WERE EAGER 
TO HAVE A 
LOOK AT MY 


-+- SHEESH, 
DON'T SPOOK \ 
ME LIKE THAT. Ws 


S 


THIS 
THEORY OF 
MAGIC YOU'RE 
COMIN’ UP 
WITH SOUNDS 
ORIGINAL 
AND VERY 
INTERESTING. 


BREAKDOWN 
OF THE HIDDEN 
POWER OF THE 
| ONI IS ON POINT, 
AS WELL. 


$0 
BASICALLY, 


IF YOU WANNA 
STUDY THE IBUKI 
GOURD IN DETAIL, 

I DON'T MIND 


I'M JUST AS | 
CURIOUS TO | = 


Poe s 
“icl-l-l-l 
mI 
eg c 
; i} y 


CONDITION! V 
AND THAT'S § ¥ 
FOR YOU TO “ 

COMPLETE 

THIS RAT EX- 


/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
i 
ng wt 
nee 
H At 
% X 
4 : 
f —~ 
tf 
iti a 
& 
’ 
fi 
(A) 
G 
2 
r I/ 
5 
1) od 
i 


ALTHOUGH 
I'M NOT 
COMPLETELY 
SURE IF THE 
COGON GRASS 
RING RITE WILL 


CONDITION 
TO BEGIN 


FEEL LIKE | 
ANYTHING'S |) Jas 
DIFFERENT... 


THE 
ESSENCE 


TO REMAIN 
HIDDEN! 


Geidontei’s 
rodent 
damages 

were brought py) 
toanend, [. Wr iy | 


And ae 
Mavisd Miyoi was 


| : A profusely 
oe / wy t thankful, 
borrow 

the Ibuki 


Does that 
mean the cogon 
grass ring rite 

was actually 
ef fective 
against the 


For there | “y Of 
never really | “ course 
fm] rats to begin \ J 
with, 
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that Miyoi 
normally 
never 
She brought any 
took this expensive 
opportunity sake out 
to get to drink, 
back at 
her, 


Perhaps 
it is exactly 
vague traditions 

such as these, 

born from 
obfuscation, 
that serve as 

the source 
for the power 
of the oni: 


just Suika 
snatching 
food and 
drink from 


under the 
condition that 

she'd keep 

hush-hush 

about it, she 
promised to lend 

Marisa the 

Ibuki Gourd, 


all 
~ 


——— 


See oh 


Z : 


Sacer ents INGJBAR THAN A: BURNINGGL 
| a lee, sill 


: She, 


teen YP ay 


IT ONLY 
Just 
STARTED 
RAINING 
GO 


| } i 
| 1B} \ 
i) Le 


Sue 


AN EXCUSE 
TO KEEP 
DRINKING 
A WHILE 
LONGER. 


me 
A os 


RY 
Vy q 


DOESN'T THAT 
SOUND LIKE 
HOGWASH? 

I MEAN, THEY 

WEREN'T EVEN 

SMOKING. 


THAT'S 
WELL, ROUGH. 
IF ANYTHING, 
IT MIGHT 
HAVE MADE 
THINGS EASIER 
IF THE WHOLE 
THING JUST 
BURNT DOWN 
ALTOGETHER, 
NO? 


~ yj 7 COME TO 
2D THINK OF Tr, 


I REMEMBER 
IT SMELLING 


Bae WERE 
I Mi 
— 


I DIDN'T 

SEE ANY 

SIGNS OF 
FIRES HAVING 
BROKEN OUT 
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HAVE BEEN AN 
AWFUL LOT OF 
OCCURRENCES OF 
PEOPLE SMELLIN’ 
SMOKE LIKE 
THERE'S A FIRE 
GOING ON WHEN 
THERE'S NO FIRE 

TO BE FOLIND. 


GUESS THERE'S 
NO NEED TO 
BE AFRAID OF 
FIRES IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THIS 
DOWNPOUR. 


I HEARD 
THE SAME 


| STORY WHEN 


MY PLACE 
CAUGHT 
FIRE FOR 


It’s the 
work of 
tengu. 


OLDEN TIMES, 
WHENEVER 
7 THERE WAS 
sotue Win, ma A races FIRE, 
a mm } - TENGU WOULD 
STORIES GO, $B ° 2% ay ae RUN AROUND IN 
: —— THE BLAZE, 
SPREADING THE 


FLAMES EVEN 
>» FURTHER. 


WORD IS 
THEY'RE THE 
THEY RUN KIND TO RUN 
AROUND LIKE 
} tif, WILD EVEN 
WHEN THERE'S 
NO FIRES 
ABOUT. 


ANYWAY, 
THE POINT IS 
IT MIGHT BE 
TENGU LEAVING 
BEHIND A SMELLY 
TRAIL OF SMOKE 
IN THEIR WAKE. 


dat they, 


YOU THINK 
I'D BE PRIVY 
TO WHAT GOES 
ON IN THOSE 
TENGU'S 
HEADS? 


iW 
mt one 


PAY 


OH, 
NOTHING 
SPECIAL, 
REALLY. 


AND HOW RAMPANT 
IT RUNS WITH 
UTTERLY ABSURD 
MISINFORMATION. 


JUST A LITTLE 


] OVERWHELMED BY 


THE IMMENSE SENSE 
OF RESENTMENT 
THAT I FEEL FOR 

THIS WORLD... 
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IN A BIT OF 
A COMMOTION 
RECENTLY ABOUT | 3 
A BUNCH OF ‘ 
SMALL FIRES 
BREAKING OUT 
FOR UNKNOWN 
REASONS. 


Ss AND 
Us NY THERE'S BEEN 
Pa) RUMORS ABOUT 
4 HOW EVERYONE 
THINKS THE 
TENGU ARE 
BEHIND IT. 


tcoutpn’t CLEAR, 
CARE LESS 
IF THE TENGU 
TURNED OLIT 
TO BE THE 
VILLAINS IN 


wuatt te we ALL THis. 
CAN'T GET j 
OVER... 


IS BEING 
SO CASUALLY 
PASSED OFF 

AS THE TRUTH. 
THAT'S WHAT 
BOTHERS ME. 


IT WOULD 
APPEAR 
THAT THERE'S 
SOMETHING I 
REALLY NEED 
TO SHARE 


WAIT, 
DO You 
ACTUALLY 
KNOW...? 


IS THAT 
SOMETHING 
SO BLATANTLY 
DISCONNECTED 
FROM THE 


REALLY 
ONE TO 
TALK 
ABOUT 
THAT? 


BUT IT’S 
TRUE THAT 


MISS AYA IS 

STOPPING BY 

THE VILLAGE 
TO LOOK 
INTO THAT, 


NATURALLY, 
ALL I CAN 
REALLY SAY IS 
THAT IT'S NOT 
THE WORK OF 


THAT US TANUKI. 
BEIN’ SAID, i 
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I HAVEN'T na 


’ NY THE FAINTEST 


IDEA WHAT 
THE CAUSE 
BEHIND THE 
COMMOTION 
WITH THE 
FIRES Is. 


; 7 me or) 


The one who 
Spread the 
story about 
it being the 

work of tengu 
throughout 
the village... 


SEEMED LIKE 
THE MOST 
LOGICAL 


THAT'S 
HOW IT CONCLUSION, i'd 


UseD TO Y'KNOW? 


BE IN THE 
OLDEN 


THEY'D 
STIR UP 
WHIRLWINDS, 
CAUSING 


CATASTROPHIC f+." 


| ABSOLUTELY 
RIDICULOUS. 


WHAT 
WERE YOU 
THINKING? # 


FIRES 
WERE SAID 
TO ALWAYS 

SPREAD CAUSE 
TENGU WOULD 
GET EXCITED 
AND RUN 
AROUND 
IN ‘EM. 


AND 
EVEN 
THey'D Be WHEN 
RUNNING THERE 
ALL OVER WERE NO 
THE PLACE, FIRES 
LOOKING 10 BE 
pon crn ine FOUND: 
SMALLEST 
FLICKER OF 
AN EMBER 
TO FIND. 
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MAYBE 
A HUNDRED 
AND Fi-ty 
YEARS AGO, jl 


ON ey 
THE TENGU 4 rig f "ign 


OF TODAY, rey ‘ : . 
WHO TAKE yA KS = \ S 
PRIDE IN THE P ‘ 
INFORMATION ‘ i \ 
SOCIETY WE'VE 
BUILT UP, 
WOULDN'T 
\ RUN AROUND 
CHASING AFTER 


you 
REALLY 
OUGHT TO 
UPDATE 
YOUR INFOR- 


IT'S THE 
SMELL OF 


SS 
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\\, \ Where does the truth of the matter lie,..? 
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JUST CHANGE 
THE WORD FIRE 
AND YOU'RE STILL 
DOING THE EXACT 
SAME THING. 


INTO INFORMATION, 


(—) To be continued 


I GUESS 
TENGU WILL 
BE TENGU 
AFTER ALL. 
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PEOPLE IN 
THE VILLAGE 


=. MY) ele 
DEY. IAO~ OPA! ss 
— ~— - 


—— 


—— FA (4 
a 7 a 7 p 
seo / VREIFUDISD 


D924 -9 zoe 
Qe =~ _® 


URNING-BAR-THAN.A BURN 
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THEY'RE 
BEING 
TREATED AS 
SUSPECTED 
ARSON OF 
UNKNOWN 
ORIGIN 


MAYBE 
THEY'RE JUST 
DESPERATE 
FOR MATERIAL, 


CAN USE 

IT TO PUT 
OUT MORE 
ARTICLES? 


IT WOULDN'T 
PUT IT PAST 
‘EM. 
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WW ACCORDING TO | 
THE TENGL'S 
NEWSPAPER. 


YOU REALLY 
THINK THEY’D 
WRITE UP AN 
ARTICLE LIKE 
THAT IF THEY 
WERE REALLY 
SETTING THE 

FIRES 
THEMSELVES? 


NO, 
mean, NO WAY. 
THESE ARE 
THE TENGU 
WE'RE 
TALKING 


IMAGINE THEM } 
ACTUALLY DOING 
SOMETHING SO 

RIDICULOUS. 


You 
THINK THEY 
-| MIGHT'VE SET i 
< THIS WHOLE F 


CLAMOR_.- 


GUESS IT 
DOESN'T 7 
ReaLty FALL | |! 
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I GUESS 
FIRE 
PREVENTION 


AWARENESS}, 


MADE YOU 
THINK 
SOMETHING 
SO SILLY? 


a 
ty BuT 
: WHEN 
THEY KEEP 
OCCURRING 
UNDER 
MYSTERIOUS 
P<] CIRCUMSTANCES, 
my IT FEELS 
(i) LiKe THERE’s 
~ SOMETHING 
S\ veerer 


CEA. BeHino ir. 
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WHAT 


Kiba wo vou 


FIRES OCCUR fj] ALL THIS, 


LESS IN 

SUMMER, oe 

I'S NOT TO WRITE 
UNTHINKABLE. | }}} = OFF ALL 


THE SMALL 
FIRES AS ff 
COINCIDENCE. fy 


ALTHOUGH T 


IT FEELS LIKE ; HAVE NO WAY 


TO ACTUALLY 


SOMEONE SPREAD Figg PROVE IT, THE WAY 
THEM DELIBERATELY, (Oa THE RUMORS ALL 

FOR THE PURPOSE CONVENIENTLY POINT 

OF MISDIRECTION. TO THE TENGU BEING 


COURSE 
OF ACTION 
FROM HERE 


THE CULPRITS... 


KNOWING WHAT 
THE REASON | (4 (FF) S 50, LOGICAL 
FOR SPREADING \ WHAT TRAIN OF 


THESE RUMORS THOUGHT, 
MIGHT BE... PNW YOON COMING 
IMAGINE FROM 
THE 


you. 
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YOU HERE 
TO TRY TO 
SOLVE THE 
MYSTERY OF 
THE FIRES, 
TOO? 


SOMETHING 
SIMILAR 
HAPPENED 
NEAR OUR 
PLACE JUST 
LAST NIGHT. 


ALTHOUGH IT 
SMELLED LIKE 
SOMETHING 
WAS BURNING, 
NOBODY COULD 
ACTUALLY 
PINPOINT THE 
LOCATION OF 
THE FIRE. 


ALL OFF ASA 
COINCIDENCE— 


SHOULD 
BE SAFE 
FROM 
PRYING 
EYES 
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a va ) 2 
ek ! i 


IN iy 
SKULKING 
AROUND THE F 
\ VILLAGE. 
( 


IT'S YOUR 
FAULT THAT 
THE VILLAGE 

REEKS OF 

SMOKE, 


RIGHT, 


SC KASHA? 


MAKES SENSE JH 
THAT THE 
STENCH OF 

SMOKE WOULD 

TRAIL BEHIND 


LOOKING 
JUST TO CAUSE 
TELL ME YOU ANY 
HARM, 
YOUR SIDE eituer, 
OF THE 


INTIMIDATION 
{AND DETENTION 
NOT AN EVERYDAY 
OCCURRENCE IN 
THE UNDERWORLD 
WHERE YOU 


AND ? 
BESIDES, COME ERONS 


YOU'RE 
AFTER THE 
VENGEFUL 
SPIRIT 
THAT'S BEEN 
RUMORED 
ABOUT, ! . ; 
AREN'T —_ \ 
YOU? 


\ wo \ 
Tr wy 


sot 

HAD NO 
CHOICE 
BUT TO 
SNEAK 
INTO THE 
HUMAN 
VILLAGE. 


HAVE 


] THERE BEEN 
VICTIMS IN 
N THE VILLAGE, 


| 


THE 
VILLAGE WILL pat 
BE PLUNGED 
INTO AC] MES 
THAT WONT. _10 
EVEN COMPARE. THAT, 
J TO THS Hie 


BELIEVED 
IT WAS, 
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JUST WHEN T 
REALIZED IT 

j] REALLY WAS 
THE TENGUS’ 
DOING, TOO! 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE THE 

ONE SAYING 

IT COULDN'T 
POSSIBLY HAVE JUST A 
BEEN THE WORK < 

OF TENGU! x « SINGLE 


Ss 


ALL'S 
WELL THAT 
ENDS WELL, 


Uy FD. 
7 
EET ae, 


SITUATION AT 
THE VILLAG 
WOULD NEVER 
HAVE SETTLED 


WHY 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT, 
THOUGH... 


HAVE TI WONDER... 


I GOT 
A BAD 
FEELING 


I WONDER 
IF THAT 
REALLY IS 
THE CASE? 


HAS THERE y | ee WN 
BEEN ANY 6d NEN 
COMMOTION J) » 


ABOUT WS 
FIRES EVER Ip! | Wa y 
SINCE? Ng 
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QTo be continued 
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AUGUST IN SUMMER 
HAS THE MORE FIRES 
CAUSED BY FACTORY FIRES 
BUT THERE ARE NO 
FACTORIES IN GENSOKYO 
- CIRNO 


4 
aT) 


1OR NR 1a 


MARCH IN SPRING 
5.000 HAS THE MOST FIRES 


4 
4000 
000 
| | 
° 
re re ) 


STATISTICS HO! 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT, SUMMER IS LESS LIKELY TO HAVE FIRES, 
SPRING HAS THE MOST FIRES, SUMMER HAS MORE FACTORY FIRES 
BUT AS CIRNO'S PERFECT FIRE SAFETY CLASS TELLS US 
THERE ARE NO FACTORIES IN GENSOKYO! 

NO FACTORIES MEANS NO FACTORY FIRES MEANS NUMBER OF FIRES 
STAY LOW THROUGHOU THE ENTIRE SUMMER, | DIDN'T BELIEVE IT MYSELF 

BUT | GOOGLED IT AND HERE WE ARE 


ALTHOUGH 
FIRES OCCUR 
LESS IN 
SUMMER, 
IT'S NOT 
UNTHINKABLE. 


ORIN'S TITLE REFERENCES A 
FLOWER THAT GROWS IN EAST ASIA 
IKNOWN AS CAT POWDER OR SILVERVINE 
CATS LOVE IT LIKE CATNIP, YOU CAN ALSO 
MAKE WINE OUT OF IT AND THAT'S WHAY 
CAT POWDER WINE IS 
JUST WIKIPEDIA CAT POWDER AND 
CAT POWDER WINE IF YOU WANT TO KNOW 
MORE 


wif) 
Wines Lntused ig 


Stenchtofi Decay, j | \ 


Actinidia polygama (also known as 7ECt2l; gaedarae, silver vine,""! matatabi (~74E), and eat powder) is a 
Actinidia polygama 


species of kiwifruit in the Actinidiaceae family. It grows in the mountainous areas of Korea, Japan and China at 
elevations between 500 and 1,900 metres (1,600 and 6,200 ft). 


Scientific claccifiestian 2 


AFTER THE 
VENGEFUL 
SPIRIT 
THAT'S BEEN 
RUMORED 

ABOUT, 
AREN'T 


‘CAL 


WHAT'S THE TIMEFRAME OF THIS, AND WHAT IS AYA TALKING ABOUT HERE? 
THIS SOUNDS LIKE IT'S TALKING ABOLIT DETECTIVE SATORI, 
SOMEWHERE IN ITS EARLIER CHAPTERS. 


BY THIS POINT IN ITS STORY, AYA IS VERY MLICH INVOLVED IN ITS EVENTS 
AND WOULDN'T BE TALKING ABOLIT IT IN SUCH AN INDIRECT WAY. 


DETECTIVE SATORI'S TIMELINE FEELS VERY WEIRD. 
LOTUS EATERS STILL REASONABLY FEELS LIKE IT TAKES PLACE "RIGHT NOW", 
MATCHING THE PASSING OF THE SEASONS IN THE REAL WORLD, 
WHILE THERE'S NO WAY DETECTIVE SATORI'S STORY IS TAKING PLACE ACROSS 
MORE THAN A FEW DAYS SO FAR. 
MAYBE IT'S JUST RE-CONTEXTUALIZING ITS TIMEFRAME AND 
LETTING US KNOW THAT EARLY DETECTIVE SATORI EVENTS ARE TAKING PLACE AROUND THIS TIME IN LE? 


THAT FEELS LIKE THE MOST LIKELY THING TO ME. 


THE OTHER THING I THOUGHT IS IT COULD BE REFERRING TO TOUHOU 19, 
BUT IT DOESN'T SEEM TO HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH IT. 
SATORI DIDN'T GIVE RIN ANY ORDERS IN THAT REGARD, 
AND ALTHOUGH PHANTOMS HAVE BEEN MORE ACTIVE AS A RESULT 
OF THAT GAME'S PROLOGLIE AND EVENTS, THEY'RE NOT “VENGEFUL SPIRITS” 
THAT RIN NEEDS TO “INVESTIGATE”. 
RIN WAS JUST CASUALLY STROLLING AROLIND THE SURFACE AND ENJOYING 
THE ABUNDANCE OF SOLILS ON IT BEFORE RETURNING. 


IT COULD ALSO BE FORESHADOWING A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT, 
UNRELATED EVENT THAT HASN'T OCCURRED YET. 
RIN MENTIONS TO SANAE THAT VENGEFUL SPIRITS ARE INTERESTED IN 
KANAKO'S NUCLEAR REACTOR IN THE UNDERGROUND. 
IT MIGHT BE RELATED, IT MIGHT NOT - 
BUT I DON’T SEE AGAIN HOW THERE COULD BE ANY 
"VICTIMS" FROM THIS IN THE HUMAN VILLAGE. 


-PROOFREADER BUDDY 


TL,DR : MAYBE DETECTIVE SATORI, MAYBE NOT? PROBABLY NOT TOLIHOU 19 REFERENCE, MAYBE NEW INCIDENT? 


OKAY, SO REMEMBER WHEN | TOLD Y'ALL TO VOTE FOR SANNYO DURING LAST YEAR'S POPULARITY POLL? 
WELL Y'ALL LET ME DOWN, Y'ALL LET ME DOWN BAD, BLIT IT'S OKAY BECAUSE THIS YEAR 
THERE'S SOMEBODY ELSE WHO'S REALLY DOWNBAD, LIKE SUPER DOWNBAD, I'M TALKING 

SUPER GIRLFAIL MASOCHIST LEVEL OF DOWNBAD, THAT'S RIGHT, I'M TALKING ABOUT THE NEW GIRL 
HISAM| YOMOTSU FROM TOUHOU 19 


SHE'S THE MILF MASOCHIST GIRLBOSS WHO'S GIRLFAIL DOWNBAD FOR HER YOUNGER BOSS 
SHE'S THE SMITHERS TO ZANMU’'S MR. BURNS! 


SHE : 

-LED BITEN, ENOKO, AND CHIYARI TO SLIIKA INSTEAD OF ZANML CALISE 

SHE DIDN'T THINK THEY DESERVED TO MEET ZANMU 

-STARTED BREATHING INTENSIFIED WHEN SUIKA TOLD HER ZANMU MIGHT GET ANGRY AT HER 
-ASKED ZANMU TO YELL AT HER WHILE STILL BREATHING INTENSIFIED 

-STARTS CRYING TO SUIKA ABOUT ZANMU NOT NOTICING HER 

-BETRAYS ZANMU AT THE END OF THE STORY JUST SO ZANMU WILL GET ANGRY AND YELL AT HER 
-IF SHE LOSES AGAINST ZANMU IN VS MODE SHE WILL SMILE 

INSTEAD OF CRY LIKE SHE DOES AGAINST EVERYONE ELSE 

-IF SHE WINS AGAINST ZANMU IN VS MODE, SHE ASKS ZANMU 

TO STOP HOLDING BACK AND TRAMPLE ALL OVER HER 


THAT'S HOW DOWN BAD SHE IS 


WE ALREADY FAILED ONE MILF IN SANNYO LAST YEAR, WE CAN'T FAIL ANOTHER MILF THIS YEAR 


VOTE FOR HISAMI IN THE POPULARITY POLL! 


